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sefiBi:

AIDS: Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome

BSS: Behavioral Sentinel Survey

CDHS: Cambodian Demographic Health Survey

EU: European Unions

FHI: Family Health International

FSW: Female Sex Worker

GAD/C: Gender and Development for Cambodia

GDP: Gross Domestic Product

HIV: Human Immunodeficiency Virus

HSS: HIV Sero-surveillance Survey

KYA: Khmer Y outh Association

MOEYS Ministry of Education, Y outh and Sports
NCHADS: National Center for HIV/AIDS, Dermatology, and STDs.
NGO: Non-Government Organization

PHD: Popul ation Health Development Association
PE: Peer Ethnographic

PER: Peer Ethnographic Researcher

PS. Playing Safe Project

PSI: Population Services International

RHAC: Reproductive Health Association of Cambodia
RHIYA: Reproductive Health Initiative for Youthin Asia.
SRH: Sexua and Reproductive Health

STD: Sexually transmitted disease

STI: Sexually transmitted infection

SW: Sex Worker

UNESCO: United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
UNFPA: United Nation Population Fund

UNICEF: United Nation Children’s Fund

WAC: Womyn’'s Agendafor Change

WHO: World Health Organization
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VALENTINE’S DAY AFFECTS KHMER CULTURE

BY BUTH REAKSMEY KONGKEA

E l Yhe Culture and Fine Arts Min-
istry’s Secretary of State Som
Sokun has appealed to Cam-

bodian youth to respect their own
customs and traditions and not adopt
the Valentine’s Day Traditions. He
said the Festival is diluting Cambo-
dian culture and traditions.

“Valentine's Day is not a Cambo-
dian festival, it is a Roman Festival
in which women proclaim their love
and men buy overpriced gifts and
single people getting depressed,” he
said during an interview with The
Cambodia Weekly February 11.

The Secretary of State said that
there are so many young people mak-
ing love and sacrificing their purity
during Valentine’s Day in Cambodia.
He said these activities will have a
negative effect in Cambodia.

“[ think that the Valentine’s fes-
tival is good for people in developed
countries but it is not so good for
our people who must preserve their
culture and traditions,” he said. “We
should not allow sex before mar-
riage,” he added.

He pointed out that recent years,
many Cambodians saw the festival as
an excuse to lose their virginity. He A busy Valentine’s Day for this florist
added that this attitude was verv riskv
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